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$ Making Our Plans & God's
Sovereignty (James 4:13-17)

Speaker: CHRISTIAN 'CD’ ESPINOSA
Song Leader: ANDY BESTRE

Invocation: MARIL P. BAYATING SR.
Intercessory Prayer: JUN REYES

Communion Text: 1 PETER 1:22-2:3

Scripture Reading: KHEIF WALANG

Prayer for the Bread: EZRA VALDEZ

Prayer for the Cup: JASPER PERDIGON

Prayer for the Giving: Kasem Kitvma

Closing Prayer: FELIX OLIDAN JR.
Announcement: ANDY BESTRE

Afternoon Speaker: CHRISTIAN ‘CD’ ESPINOSA
Song Leader: ANDY BESTRE

To Bring Flowers:
To Bring Biscuits:

C/o Jizza AQUINO
C/o MipDTOWN

To Bring Drinks: C/o MIDTOWN
Usher/ettes EspiNosa FamILy
Communion: NELLY & CHARIS BAyLA

Worship Coordinator: ~ ART Tacay | LEm GLORI
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LAST SUNDAY’S RECORD
December 21, 2025

*DANTE BADDAS ,
ATTENDANCE |[gZowons SLars GrRON :gN-GOING gEEKERs Bs;; .
*PRISCILLA BAYASEN *ANRI RAMOS 'N-GOING ['OLLOW-UP
REGULAR SUNDAY *DODOY & SARAH SAMEON *OPPORTUNITIES TO PREACH
WORSHIP SCHOOL *TEss KITMA REQUESTED BY BRETHREN: THE GOSPEL
ASSEMBLY PRESCHOOL........NA || *BrrNarD Ionacio *CARMEN VILLANUEVA *ADDITIONAL ELDERS &
AM & PM GRADES 1-2........ NA * JONATHAN ENERVA *MARILIZA ANDALLO DEACONS

GRADES 3—4....NA
GRADES 5-6

AM&PM: P92,983.00

You & Gop BLESsS!

T MIDTONN T2 f ore0ner. &5

Biblical Christian
1). Admit that you are a
sinner and in need of
salvation, I John 3:4,8;
Rom.3:10,23; Rom. 6:23.
2). Hear the pure New

Testament  gospel  of
Christ;  Romans 1:16;
Rom. 10:17.

3). Believe the gospel,
Hebrews 11:6; Mark
16:16; John 8:24

4). Repent of your sins,
Acts 2:38; Luke 13:3;
Acts 17:30.

5). Confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, Mat.
10:32; Acts 8:37; Rom.
10:10.

6). Be baptized into
Christ, Mark 16:16; Acts
2:38; Acts 22:16.

7). Remain faithful unto
death, Rev. 2:10;

FOR GOOD HEALTH &
RECOVERY

— || BReTHREN:
*GLORIA YANG

*ELLA GAROY
*LORENZA LOSNONG
*ERNIE ORDUNA, JR.
*FLORA CAMPOAS
*CLYDE ABANCE
*MELBA LICUPA
*CHARLIE ABANCE
*MARIL BAYATING, SR
*EDDIE LAGSAMAN

e TUESDAY CHURCH FORUM — RESUMES JANUARY 6, 2026 | 12:00—2:30 PM | EVERYBODY WELCOME!

e VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO BRING FLOWERS— KINDLY FILL IN YOUR NAME ON THE SIGN-UP SHEET ON THE
BULLETIN BOARD LOCATED BY THE STAIRS GOING UP THE MEZZANINE. THANK YOU & GOD BLESS!.

(] VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO PREPARE COMMUNION BREAD— KINDLY FILL IN YOUR NAME ON THE
SIGN—UP SHEET LOCATED ON THE BULLETIN BOARD LOCATED BY THE STAIRS GOING UP THE MEZZANINE. THANK

e  48tH NATIONAL LADIES RETREAT—Host: MIDTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST |
PLAazA | MAY 19—22,2026 | EARLY REGISTRATION FEE: P7,500.00 UNTIL JANUARY 31, 2026.
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How To Become a

- J
YER LIST:

*RON VILLARUZ
*AIDA SAINGAN
*MEGUELITA Q. ABARIAL

*DIANA TAGUIBA
*[AN PaJANTOY
*GASPAR NAWEW

*JERALD BAcoy gAFE TRAVEL:
*JEHMEL OFRENEO y CD ESPIAJOSA (PHILS—
* INDONESIA,
*DWYLA e Sivon *RACHEL BESTRE (PHILS—
‘ABIGAIL RAMOS—DumaoP g
*RODOLFO ANDAYA {kI\II/I}ONbSIA)

'ACATIONISTS

*BETCHY LYNNE NORICO
*EVELYN SAINGAN

Sunday, December 28, 2025

Servers for January 4, 2026
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Riches that Rust
(James 5:1-6)

Jojo Ramos
KaJEM KITMA
FELIX OLIDAN JR.
EZRA VALDEZ
LUKE 22:14-20

N

Speaker:

Song Leader:
Invocation:
Intercessory Prayer:
Communion Text:

Scripture Reading: MARK QUIZANA
Prayer for the Bread: JANRIEL ABANCE
Prayer for the Cup: SAMUEL QUEZADA
Prayer for the Giving: JERRY MARTIN
Closing Prayer: GREG KiTMA
Announcement: ARNAN BayLa
Afternoon Speaker: Jojo Ramos
Song Leader: Kasem Kitma

SARAH SAMEON
C/o MIDTOWN

To Bring Flowers:
To Bring Biscuits:

To Bring Drinks: C/o MIDTOWN
Usher/ettes Ramos FamiLy
Communion: LoRIE & CRISTY AUSTRIA

Worship Coordinator: EzRa VALDEZ | ART TACAY
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SPIRITUAL GUIDANCE
*LocAL, NATIONAL, WORLD
LEADERS & GOVERNMENT

*48TH NLR PREPARATIONS

'VENUE: HOTEL SUPREME CONVENTION

MIDTONN

Official weekly publication of the Midtown Church. =
(A Church of Christ Serving You)
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"We can make our
plans, but the Lord
determines our steps."

READ Proverbs 16:9

INSIDE PAGE:
Cursed or Blessed...page 2
December Birth Anniversaries...page 3
Evangelistic Lesson Series...page 3

Mission | We are committed to give God glory, praise, and honor as we serve in making disciples of Christ.
We envision ourselves fo be a congregation of worshipers of God in spirit and in truthfand to be a living

Vision ' demonstration of the presence and power of our Lord Jesus Christ in a community of

311 celebrate 42nd

anniversary & Pasasalamat

A total of 311 worshipers including children and
%uests attended the WORSHIP ASSEMBLY at the 42ND

NNIVERSARY CELEBRATION & PASASALAMAT _at
RIVERVIEW WATERPARK HOTEL in Nangalisan, Tuba,
last Sunday morning, December 21st. Some brethren
from the Be an ]
the Nangalisan congregatlon joined the celebration
and conveﬁd d]ub1la 1ons over the Lord’s work being
done at Midtown. Special presentations from
Midtown’s YOUNG ADULTS & YOUNG PEOPLE as
well as from the SunDAY SchHooL children
contributed to a fitting celebration of the Lord’s
work being done at Midtown and elsewhere.

Again, Midtown thanks RiverviEw for the usual
accommodation generosny, and hospitality. God
bless you all richly! o )

Meanwhile around 60 brethren participated in the
one-day CHURCH CAMP held at the same venue a day
yrior the PAsaAsALAMAT. All participants had a good
ime with the activities and discussions on the
“LivING WATER” facilitated by brother Jojo Ramos
based on John 7:37-38. PERSONAL REFLECTIQNS
Look Back, Look Within, Look Forward) and a

inner Felld)wshlp concluded the camp. To God be

the glory!

Abance-Panday nuptial

celebrated @ Pan-ayayaman

The Midtown, congregation joins tamily, friends,
and all others in congratulatlnlg spouses. CLERWIN
RENZ & GRACELYNN ABANCE—PANDAY who tied the
knot at the PAN-AYAYAMAN PLAYGROUND ECOPARK
in TaloBy Sur, Tuba the other past Frlda% December
19th. Brother Arnan Bayla officiated the wedding.
Earlier, the couple has completed the required Pre-
marital Counseh\r)bg course, “PREPARING FOR
MARRIAGE GOD’s WAY.” with brother Arnan.

The newlywed were classmates and graduated at
the SUNSET INTERNATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE (SIBI) in
Sm%?p.ore a few years ago, The congregation prays
for their marriageto last a lifetime!Q

okod congregation and most members_of

aith, hope, and love.

90+ crowds TGIF

yearender fellowship

A little less than a hundred Midtown
brethren and guests gathered for the ANNUAL
YEARENDER FELLOWSHIP sponsored by the
TGIF (THaNK GoD IT’S FRIDAY) 'CARE
Group and which was hosted by the Rojos
and the Palaypayons in their residences “on
Tamangan Road, Irisan, this city, last
Monday evening, December 22, 2025.

Everyone egLoyed_ the sharing of insights,
thoughts, thanksgiving, and prayers during
the DEvOTIONAL tacilitated by brother Jesse
Bestre. He reiterated that it is fitting to
REVIEW _ Dblessings and challenges, RELEASE
dlsaﬁpomtme_:nts and anxiety, and REFOCUS
on the most important matters in this life, i.e.
to_seek first God’s righteousness (Matthew
6:33). His wife, Riza, facilitated the games.
Participants enjoyed the food, fun, fellowship
together with all the laughter in the games.

any thanks a%am to the Rojos and the
Palaypayons for their hospitality and their
generosity! For God’s glory and Honor!Q

58 participate in volunteers'

retreat in elyu

F1ft§(1—.e1 ht brethren including young peo%)le
and childten made up the dynamics of the
recent retreat held in Bauang, LU, last
December 8, for volunteers representing the
TUESDAY CHURCH FORUM, SUNDAY SCHOOL
teachers, and in other ministry involvements.

Brother Ezra Valdez discussed the retreat
theme, “FAITHFUL HEARTS, WILLING HANDS”
while = brother  Kajem Kitma led the
congregational sin m%. Sister Kesha Oliva
facilitated Team Building activities while
sisters Mau Soriano and Angela Ramos took
charge of games. Overall, the retreat was a
refreshing ‘activity that has brought faithful
volunteers to not ‘grow_weary of doing good.
For the greater glory of God.”"Q
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CURSED OR BLESSED

“Thus saith the LORD; Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and
maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the
LORD.” (Jeremiah 17:5)

Jeremiah provides for us a striking contrast between the self-assured
humanist and the one who has placed his trust in God. The man who
looks to his own abilities or those of others to save him in time of
trouble is “cursed.” His existence will be one of futility, just as is that
of a parched desert plant (v. 6). Why? Because his “heart departeth from
the LORD” (v. 5), the source of strength and salvation.

Jeremiah uses a play on words here. The words for “man” in our text are
different: the first means “warrior” or “strong man,” and the second a
“‘normal man.” The warrior who should be strong is cursed because
he trusts in one who is weak: in this case, in any other man’s
wisdom or might or even his own strength, when overestimated.
What sense is there in that?

In contrast, “blessed is the man that trusteth in the LORD” (v. 7). “He shall
be as a tree planted by the waters . . . and shall not be careful [i.e.,
anxious] in the year of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit” (v.
8). Why? Because his “hope the LORD is” (v. 7). We see this man—one
who might be considered strong—trusting solely in the true “strong man,”
the Lord.

It is a tragic fact that even many Christians fall into the mindset of
the autonomous humanist and attempt to live their lives (even “the
Christian life”) under their own power. Do we trust in our own feeble
power or in the Lord? Every heart, whether humanist or Christian, “is
deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?” (v.
9). Make no mistake! “| the LORD search the heart” (v. 10); He knows our
inner motives. Let us recommit ourselves to trust in the Lord and

make Him our hope. som

Reprinted from the Days of Praise Devotional, Institute of Creation Research
1806 Royal Lane, Dallas, TX 75229 USA
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Remember your Creator in the days of your
youth, before the days of trouble come and the

years approach when you will say, “I find no
pleasure in them...” Ecclesiastes 12:1

01 - Denise A. Wagang December
02 - Linda A. Yaneza
02 - Janet B. Ramos Celebl‘ators

02 - Ma. Alexis J. Sun‘%ﬁay
03 - Rowena L. Quezada
04 - Erika Agjjar
04 - Rachel Cabuenas

05 - Daisy Calzo

08 - Josephine A. Baban

09 - Gracelynn Abance

09 - Marilyn Joy B. Gamboa
10 - Dencio B. Abance

11 - Jovita R. Bondoc (Deceased)
14 - Santiago B. Sameon 11
14 - Edith Latonio

16 - Christian S. Parohinog
16 - Mark Joseph N. Quizana
17 - Jane M. Bestre

19 - Anthony E. Salud

20 - Gaspar Baldo, Jr.

20 - Jess Perdigon

21 - Sotero Denis

21 - Kinsha C. Glori

22 - Jess Solomon

22 - Diana Jane Geron

23 - Rosita Go

23 - Sherman C. Bestre

23 - Padmei Lara Geron

24 - Noel Espinosa

24 - Crispina Tugay-an

26 - Arlene G. Rimando

26 - Kaesha R. Palaypayon
26 - Sharon Kosgey

29 - Aldian R. Po

29 - Xelli Qea E. Parohinog
30 - Analyn B. Aronza

Please notify the M.1. Staff'if your name should
have been included in this list. Thank You.

Sinain%& Prayers Prayers
LORD’S SUPPER
ang 00FFERING BIBLE STUDY MESSAGE

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP ASSEMBLY

Singing, Prayers Greest‘ings

0—9:30 9:35—10:25 10:30—11:10 11:10—11:20

MIDWEEK DEVOTIONALS § SUNDAY PM ASSEMBLY

", .

ﬁ < oSinging & Prayers & MESSAGE:  5:30—6:15
<4 6:00-8:00 PM S *LORD'S SUPPER & GIVING: . 6:15—6:30
A\CRY/ oGreetings & ANNOUNCEMENTS: 6:30—6:40

December 28, 2025 a
EVANGELISTIC LESSON SERIES

[VirRTUAL OR FACE-TO-FACE]

A. INTRODUCTORY LESSONS (5)
+ LESSON NO. 1 - The Importance of the Word of God
+ LESSON NO. 2 - Introduction to the Bible
+ LESSON NO. 3 - How We Got the Bible
+ LESSON NO. 4 - Overview of Bible History
+ LESSON NO. 5 - Christ's New Testament Replaces
the Old Testament
B. SEEKER’S LESSONS (6)
+ LESSON NO. 1 - The Scheme of Redemption:
A. God's Plan for Man
+ LESSON NO. 2 - The Scheme of Redemption:
B. The Fall of Man
+ LESSON NO. 3 - The Scheme of Redemption:
C. Jesus the Savior
+ LESSON NO. 4 — The Scheme of Redemption:
D. The Steps of Salvation
+ LESSON NO. 5 - The Scheme of Redemption:
E. The Cost of Discipleship
+ LESSON NO. 6 — The Scheme of Redemption:
F. Where Will Your Life End?
C. NEW LIFE LESSONS (12)
+ LESSON NO. 1 - Assurance of Salvation
+ LESSON NO. 2 - Obedient Living
+ LESSON NO. 3 - Dealing With Temptations
+ LESSON NO. 4 - Developing a Devotional Life
+ LESSON NO. 5 - Developing a Prayerful Life
+ LESSON NO. 6 - Discerning God’s Guidance
+ LESSON NO. 7 — My Church Involvement
& Spiritual Gifts
+ LESSON NO. 7 - Supplement:
Becoming Christians Only
Biblical Church Organization
+ LESSON NO. 8 - Partaking of the Lord’s Supper
+ LESSON NO. 9 - Living Abundantly & My Giving
+ LESSON NO. 10 - Becoming an Effective Soul-winner
+ LESSON NO. 11 - Victorious Christian Living
+ LESSON NO. 12 — Everyday Righteousness &
Commitment to Moral Excellence

To enrol in any of the lessons, feel free to contact :
Arnan Bayla @ 0918-698-6470

Ezra Valdez @ 0977-160-8271
Angela Ramos @ 0995-463-3686

MIDTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST
Top Floor Marlett’s Bldg.
KM 4 MARCOS HIGHWAY, BAGUIO CITY, PHILS.
. e-mail - midtownphcoc@yahoo.com
Midtown website: www.midtownchurchbaguio.org

Editorial Staff & Ministers:
Arnan A. Bayla Phone: 0918-698-6470
Ezra V. Valdez Phone: 0977-160-8271
Angela Ramos | Phone: 0995-463-3686
ELDERS: Maril P. Bayating Sr., Jonathan A. Ramos,
Santiago B. Saméon II, Ernesto B. Wagang
DEACONS: Gregory C. Kitma, Felix L. OTidan Jr.



https://www.icr.org/bible/Jeremiah/17/5

